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the administration and its enemies.

In addition to daily assaults by the Opposition
aqran in this city.which, frpm the monotony of
its abuse and misrepresentation, have ceased to

attract particular attention.the Telegraph ljnes and
the Mails have been put in requisition to disperse
aver the country the most unfounded and unjust
representations respecting the relations which exist
between the President of the United States and the
Members of his Cabinet, and between the Presi¬
dent and the two Houses of Congress.
The following paragraphs, for example, form

part of the Washington Letter ei April 11, in the
Journal of Commerce of Saturday; which the more j
deserve notice, because of the general accuracy as

to facts of the Washington Correspondent of that
paper:

« The truth is that a great number of disappoint-
* etl V'higs, forming a majority of the party, [m
* Congress,] are hostile to the Cabinet, and moving
* every neans of turning them and their adherents
' out of office.

i . j44 They have made some progress in the scheme,
- and expect to accomplish it. They have undoubt- (
* edly won the President over to them ; lor he is
« very much worried by the representations that his ;
* own honor is implicated in the transactions which
* are alleged to be of doubtful propriety.
"The President has intimated a strong disposi-;

* lion to follow the suggestions of his friends, and
* fornf a new Cabinet. In that case, the old Cabi-
* net must go out, as it came in, a unit.

Of these statements, we feel authorized to say,
every one is erroneous, in whole or in part.

That there arc some Whigs in Congress who
are unfriendly to the Cabinet, we do not doubt, j
No Cabinet has ever existed, within our knowledge,
-which had not enemies in Congress, even among
those who assiste'd to place them in power. Dur-
tag the pure and upright Administration ot the late
President Adams, for example, there was always a j
strong opposition, in both Houses, not only to the |
President, but to the Members of his Cabinet. But
there is no reason, as far as we are inlormed, to j
suppose that the adversaries of the present Admin -1
istration constitute 44 a majority" of the Whig party
in the two Houses, or in either House of Congress,
We trust and believe that it is not true that even
those Whigs who are unfriendly to the Ailminis-
tration are " moving every means" to turn the
Heads of the Executive Departments out of office.
Sure we art?, that it is no part of the proper voca¬
tion of Members of Congress, individually or col¬
lectively, to turn .Members of the Cabinet " and
their adherents" out of office ; and not less sure
arc we, that, should any attempt be made to encroach
upon the functions of the Executive in that particu¬
lar, it would meet with a decisive and constitutional
rebuke. We should be very loth and very sorry
to believe that they ("the disappointed Whigs")
have made any progress in such a " scheme." If
they 44 expect to accomplish it," they surely de¬
ceive themselves.

It is not true that the enemies of the Cabinet
"have won the President over to them ;" nor is
it true that " the President has intimated a strong
disposition" to 44 form anew Cabinet." There ex¬

ists, we have reason to know, entire concord be¬
tween him and his Cabinet: and there is not, we

verily believe, a single member of the Cabinet who
would not Retire from his station instantaneously
on discovering that his presence in the Council
Chamber was not desired by the President. There
is not, we are persuaded, one of them who is not

ajfectionately and deeply attached to the President,
and proud that he enjoys the esteem and confidence
of that eminent man. Nor is there in fact any
division, or any want of harmony, between the
.President and the members of the Cabinet.

Sincere friends to the President, grateful for the
services which he has rendered, and those which
he is now performing, for his country, we are re¬

joiced to be able to say, as we now do upon the
best authority, that there is not a shadow of truth
in the rumors respecting the relations between the
President and the Cabinet to which we have in
the preceding paragraphs referred.
The 44 transactions" which are represented to

have 44 worried " the President are, we suppose,
the settlement at the Treasury, upon principles of
statute and public law, of certain claims, the amount
of which constitutes the chief ground of objection
to them. To suppose that the 44 honor" of the
President could be in any way 44 implicated " in
these transactions, is an assumption obviously
gratuitous.
To understand why these claims have been ad¬

justed under the present Administration, it is suf¬
ficient for the reader to learn that there were

many claims left unsettled by the late Administra¬
tion, and thrown upon the present Administration
for adjustment; the labor devolved by which upon
different branches of the Government, has greatly
embarrassed the several Departments, and the
amount of which has given rise to the clamor which
has been raised on the subject.

It is enough further to say that the claims ob¬
jected to have been settled strictly according to law
aiid usage ; and that, contrary to what has been pre¬
tended in some quarters, no claim upon the Govern¬
ment which had been settled and closed, has been
re-opened under this Administration except in
obedicnce to instructions by Congress.

Tennessee Historical Society..At the last
meeting of this Society, Professor Cross rend a

paper on " The admission of Tennessee into the
Union," in which he corrected, on the authorityof Roulstone's Statutes, and other evidence, the
position taken by Mr. Calhoun in the Senate, when
he said that California should be remanded bark to
her territorial condition, " as was done in the case
of Tennessee." He showed-that the first session
of the General Assembly qf Tennessee was begun
and held at Knoxville, on Monday, the 28th of
March, 1798, and that it adjourned on the 20th
of April of the same year. The act for the admis¬
sion of Tennessee passed Congress on the 1st
June, 1790; *o that the Assembly commenced its
sessions full three months, and closed more than
two months, before Congress invested her with the
attributes of sovereignty.
TW. W< nr.* .r Fhawcb..Thrwc in the middling claw*

carry on the grater part of th« buain<*M ; the energy and
talent of lb* con'ry trem to tc concentr»ted in them. They
Jen«l th« store*, k-eop tho books, pay and rrceive the in >nt-y,
and take upon tlifm*elTen olten the completv charge of a large
«**at>lUhui«Mi'. In m .ny lou-eho!ds the f usband seems to
ha a mere sppt-ndstfu to th'3 wife, a kind of convenient and
aoceaaary evil.

THE ^^IpR^il^COMMIT^E.
Ih Sisate.Aran 17, 1850.

The Senate proceeded to tbe consideration of the special
order, being the motion of the Senator from Mississippi (Mr.
Footb) to refer the reaolutiona of the Senator from Tennes¬
see (Mr. Bill) and of the Senator from Kentucky (Mr.
Cut) to a committee of thirteen.

I he VICE PRESIDENT announced the first question to
be on the amendment of the Senator from Missouri, a modi¬
fication of which by Mr. Clat he had accepted.

i he amendment, as originally propoeeJ by the Senator
from Missouri, was in the^e words
Provided, That nothing iu the motion shall be construed

so as to affirm the existence of any power in Congress over
the four following points :

1. The abolition of slavery within the States.
2. The suppression of the slave trade between the States.
3. 1 he abolition of slavery within the foits, arsenals, dock*

yards, and navy yards of the United States.
4. The abolition of slaver)- in the District of Columbia.
The Senator from Kentucky proposed to amend so that it

should read.
Provided, That nothing iu the reference shall bi so cui-

sti ued as to assert or imply the existence of any power what¬
ever »n Congress for tbe abolition by Congress of slavery
within the States ; nor to authorize the suppression by Con¬
gress of the slave irade between the States, nor that Congress
ought to abolish slavery in the forts, arsenals, dockyards, and
navy )arils oi the United States, nor that Congress ought to
abolish slavery in the District $>f Columbia.

Mr. CLA\. Mr. President, I desire to offer an amend¬
ment to the amendment proposed by the Senator from Mis¬
souri. It will be recollected by the Senate that the Senator
from Misaouii proposed an amendment, when this subject was
fast before the Senate, to restrict ihe cornrri'tee, in its conai-
deration of these resolutions, to thirteen topics which are
enumerated in his motion ; and that I af;erwards moved an
amendment to that amendment, which the Senator from Mis¬
souri accepted. Therefore, the amendment as it now stands is
the one which I proposed to modify, and which the Senator
from Missouri accepted. I now wish to propose an amend¬
ment to the proposition as modified by the Senator from
Missouri.
The amendment which I now propc.se is to strike out all

the propositions of the Senator from Missouri, after the word
" provided," and insert the following :

That the Senate does not deem it necessary to express or
advance any opinion, or to give any instructions, either general
or specific, tor the guidance of the said committee."

Mr. President, I will make a single remark. The amend¬
ment of the Senator from Missouri, as it now stands, propose*
to declare thatC. ngress possesses no power upon certain sub¬
jects therein mentioned. Such a declaration on the part of
the Senate, it seems to me, is wholly unnecessary, as the Sen¬
ate would, by a unanimous voice, declare the belief that
Congress has no power to abolish slavery in the several
Mates, and so forth. I think it, therefore, useless as it at
present stands; and I propose this amendment, declaring
that the Senate does not deem it necessary, in advance, to
express any opinion or give any instructions whatevar to the
committee.. I hope the amendment may be adopted.
. Mn PONTON. Mr. President, tbe amendment which
is called that ot the Senator from Missouri is the amendment
of the Senator f om Kentucky himself, which was accepted
by the Senator from Missouri on Thursday last in a spirit of
compromise. The Senator from Kentucky now proposes to
amend his own amendment by rubbing it all out. Why, sir

will withdraw it, and fall back upon my own original amwid-
menf, which I will undertake to get through, if I can, and I
will call for the vote upon each point. I withdraw that
am-ndment.

I he MCE PRESIDENT. The amendment of the Se-
nator from Missouri having been withdrawn, the amend¬
ments to that amendment fall with it.

Mr. BENTON. Mr. President, I now offer my own
amendment.

3

"Provided, That nothing in this reference shall be con¬
strued to authorize the said committee to take into considera-
'-"any thing that relates to either of the four following sub-
" 1. The abolition of slaverv within the States.

V? »u1PPre.,>io,»,ofthe slive-trade between the States.
« o. 1 he abolition .of slavery within the forts, arienuls,

dock-yards, and navy yards of the United States.
" ¦*, abo.lit,i"n °' 8,aAf,r>' in.lhe District of Columbia.
Amiprovidedfurt/wr, I hat said committee shall not take

into consideration any questions relating to the subject of do¬
mestic slavery in the United States which shall not be special¬
ly referred to them by order of the Senate.'*

Mr. CLA\. Mr. President, I now move my amendment,
adjust now proposed, to the amendment of the Senator from
Missouri. Strike out all after the word «. provided," and in¬
sert the following :
" 1 hat the Senate does not deem it, necessary to express in

advance any opinion, or to give any instructions, either gene¬
ral or specific, lor the guidance of the said committee."

Mr. CASS. It seems to me that the two amendments
are in conflict. Do I undeMand that the amendment of the
senator from Kentucky is to be a substitute for the ameod-
ment of the Senator from Missouri '

Mr. CLAY. Certainly.
1 rise with g.t reluctance and defer¬

ence to the honorable Senator from Kentucky, who certainly
is professedly one of the best .killed parliamentarian*, and
perhaps is equal in that respect to any in America or Eu¬
rope I say, it is with great deference that I would suggest
that he is not proceeding parliamentary, when he offers such

"* ?nd Ca,l, il "n nrnef"Iment. I do not
think it can come under the name, style, or description of an
amendment at all. The object of it L'be atta3 !n a par-hamentary way by voting down the proposition I have sub-

bUS' JrV m?m " '° impr°Ve a thin«- 10 '.ke »
J *rJ .bu h.ere 0 d.gn to obtain a resolution from the

Now Mr p"" t
8t Wi" n0tW UP°n ,he 8U^ct at ail-

Now, Mr. President, it is my intention, before we go into
the question of amendments, in consequence of what was

SITm rrtfr,lay 09 10 the uh8C"ce°fn portion of the
I »Jl t

7 nc,Xt' t0 bnn* 0 before the Sena'e,
t:rirrnrd;eif^- Ha,f * d°zen «^^0r8 ar;
o be absent by order of the Senate, and it follows of course
that no questions in which the States they represent are inte-

memheWI rfl? 's "P thaf time' If haIf a
members of the Senate go away on Monday on a mission that
must keep them away one or two weeks, it will be one week
or two weeks-no (>ne can tell how long.before any thing
Now00**?4 C;,',forn.lacan aKa'n be taken-up in the Senate.
Now. we have three days and a half of this week to woik (a
what cm'cTrn^r I'^ " h,lf' i( seerai »® that'
rth!r .nS umia C8n be di<P08ed of one way or the
other, and before these gentlemen go awav that State will

ifl0n "P®n hcr "PP'^tioi for admission. If anything is done which prevrnts a decision upon her application
eignt weeks which hive already elapsed since the President

.TmT£ hM."'p**^wi,h ,hf .'
it is my desire, Mr. Present, after havinjr lost eiaht week*
to avoid the loss of two more, which will be a dead los- be*
cause we cannot touch the subject during that time and Vll
of u.are sufficiently with wb* h,

" "'J.'11
udnH colli"' ffh" "T8" ¦><>»" '" weeks

ncvo, .«J give .» ,
" "'"H

h» I "n r,4*sot in tne mean trne. To nror.-P.t ;r. ~ . ...
»

bring the Senate to a decision upon the adrnfJonof cllifoE
nia this week, is !o make a dead loss of two more weeks to

lav ?f,eeNtytoa^any ?;°WfCk3 M tbe d-cu,sTon may1 f,el " ,0 d"ty, m consequence of what was

communicated to the Senate yesterday, and hare made up mymind accordingly, to move, before we enter into the quest'onof the committee, to lake up the bill No. 169, reported by the
Commute, on Territories, for the admission oMbe State of
Cahfornia I deem .t my duty to make that motion, uponthe belief that, having had this subject opin our hands in

:z*zr h
' T7 vhe mwting °f the Sena,e in ^

CaT^riTa J,oarnVingh the of the admission of
'" M1 **' LUpon °ur minds the whole of that

ii .
'

i .'n ^bree or four remaining days of
this week, to act ufM>n it in one way or ano'her, if our action
is confined to that bill, and nothing else.

and
' 17", r.ead lb?[hiU' and ,et tbeSenateseehow brief

whlrh .h WH
and comprehensive are the poinUwhich the bill containa. I hey are these, sir. That the State

of California shall be and she is hereby declared lo be one of
the United States of America, on an equal footing with the
original State* in all respects whatever. That is the whole
bill, as far as it r» sprcts the admission of Calif rnia, and it is
drawn in plain terms, according to the early precedents of
our CJovrrnment. The number of words is about the same
as those used in the time of Washington,;in the cases of Ver¬
min', Kentucky, and Tennessee. Then just about the same
number of terms were employed, an<l the same ijertical
questions were presenteJ. That is all that relates to the ad-
rai-wion of the State. Then the second section <>f the bill,
which might le here or ar.y where els*, provides that, until
the representation in Congress shall be apportioned accord¬
ing to the enumeration of the inhabitants of the United States,
the State of California shall be entitled to two Repre enta-
tUes in Congress.

Sir, Irom there to there is the whole bill.not half . spanby my hand, which is not a large span cither. Now, sir,it is my opinion.and I Khali make a motion to that effect,
and a»k the yeas and nays upon it.that if the Senate will
lay down the motion which is now before them, and pjetpineother snbjfcta, arid proceed to the c moderation of this bill for
the admiss on of California, we can finish it this week, while

! we have the benefit of the presence of thoee gentlemen who
will be absei.t next week, um'er the order of the Senate.
We shall save a great deal of time, l>es<d>-s doing what
is proper in its-elf with regard to this subject; that is, to ad¬
mit California as a separate measure. If, on the contrary,Mr President, this motion shall not prevail, and we go on
with the motion for raising a rommitlee, there will be some
time inevitably taken up by the consideration of that motion,and after tha'. is decideJ, the committee of thirteen will n«-
cessarily be required, by the imposing gravity of their mittwioD,

I to consider it some length of time before they reptrt. Dr.
Frauklin, sir, in his wisdom.and bis wiadoib wss aich that
it picked out whatever was wise or even decorous ia he con¬
duct of nations or individuals.rdlstes an anecdote of ai Indian
chief, who, when called upon to sign a treaty of petce, con¬
sidered it disrespectful to tnswer any propositions whch were
made to him till the next day, in order that he miglt aeem,
at leas', to have considered the question. On the principle
of the action of this Indian chief, who took one nigh to seem
to consider a question which he was to decide upon, this
committee of thirteen, acting under such impre*sit< circum¬
stances, with nothing less than the salvation of the Union in
its hands, will have to consider many nights before they can
come back and tell us they have performed the duty which
the Senate gave itum If they return incontinently, the
Senate may suppose they had not considered it at all; or,
what might be supposed much more material, that hey had
considered it beforehand, and that it therefore was a solemn
farce to go out and come back with what, in the venacular,
had Inen "cut and dried" beforehand. They oust con¬
sider ; they arc obl'ged to consider a week, perhaps two or
three weeks, under such grave circumstances as they will
be placed in. Here, then, is to be a great de«l of lout
time, if the proposed committee is raised. Thi# week is
gone beyond all question ; and the committee will need
that, and p-rhaps all the time while others may be tbsent, to
coni-ider. Any attempt, then, Mr. President, to go on and
raise a committee, I consider as a postponement ot the quo-
lion for weeks, and then to 3*.and the chance of being brought
forward incumbered with questions which do not belong to it,
and which must necessarily give rise to d£hata here, and pos¬
sibly a disagreement between the two Houses ; and this long
delay may result in the loss of the California bill by the dis¬
agreement between the two Houses. I see nothing, sir, but
long delay and imminent danger to the California bill, by
proceeding any fuither with this motion to refer to a commit¬
tee. We have no need of it; we have the bill here, brief,
pointed, exactly in the words in which the b>lls in all such
cases were introduced in the early part of our hirfory. I
shall, therefore, make the motion which I intended to make
yesterday, that when the question shall be taken up ihisday,
before the pending amendment is gone into, to lay the subject
of raising a committee on the table, for the purpose o; taking
up the bill No. 163, for the admission of the State )f Cali¬
fornia, and upon that motion I ask the yeas and nays.

Mr. CLAY. I hope the honorable Senator from Missouri
will withdraw his motion for a moment.

Mr. BENTON. Oh, certainly, certainly 5 any thing in
a spirit of compromise, except the compromising of Califor¬
nia away.

Mr. CLAY. With respect to the parliamentary objection
made by the Semtor from Missouri to m,r amendment, if he
chooses to present that objection in form, I am ready to meet
it. The amendment was drawn after t.vn fullest considera¬
tion that I could give to any possible cuestion of fjrm that
knight arise.

I pass that by, sir. It is a most unhppy non-concurrence
for poor California between the honorale Senator from Mis¬
souri and myself He wants Californi admitted. So do I.
He regrets the lapse of time before fer admission can take
place. So do I. But it is a little siigular that the honora¬
ble Senator himself.1 must say it, it all respect and defer¬
ence.is one of the ouses which proongs the admission of
California into the Union. Sir, I mate a proposition to that
Senator on Friday last, I think, whia I will* renew to day.
Let this committor be appointed withoit further opposition ;
which opposition, I think, will be foun> to be wholly unavail¬
ing, and to be productive of no confluence but that of an
additional consumption of time. Let opjosition to the appoint¬
ment of the committee be withdrawn ; et tho committee be
raist-d ; let the bill for the admission of California be reported
and acted upon in the Senate. Sir, riien taken up, 1 have
already intimated the purpose, which shall not abandon, to
propose as an amendment to that bill povisions to give Terri¬
torial Governments to the two new "erritories without the
Wilmot proviso. But, sir, short as thit bill is, not occupy¬
ing more space than the honorable S&ator s hand, does he
suppose that bill is go r.g to pass in th< shape in which it is,
even supposing the rejection of my poposition ? He talks
about early preceden's. If he means to refer to early prece¬
dents for the admission of new States, we shall violate all of
them it California be admitted. Forhow were they admit¬
ted, from Ohio upward, but by the passige of a previous law
proposing certain articles of compact to toe new States, which
were to be assented to by a convention 0i the people of the
new State.", and brought here in the shape if a compact, bind¬
ing and obligatory forever upon both parties > How is it with
California ?

^
Why, upon the subject of the tublic domain and

(the rights cf the United States in California if the bill were
to pass in that little, brief space, which the lonorable Senator
has read and exhibited to the Senate, the coisrquence will be
the loss of tho public domain in California. I know my hon¬
orable triend fiom Illinois, who has seen thii objection to the
bill, has turned his attention to it, and I hop) he will add to
the valuable lsbora he has rendered the courtry and the Sen¬
ate by proposing a suitable provision to protect the rights and
interests of the United Slates in California. But if Califor-
nia be admitted at all, sfce can only be admitted by annexing
the condition to the act for her admission, that nothing in that
act shall ccntravene or impair the rights ot the United Slates
in the public domain. I confess that, although I have rather
brought my mind to her admission, upon the condition of the
reservation of the rights of tho United States in California, I
do not think it quite equul to what it wouM be if it were a
solemn compact between tho people of California and the Uni¬
ted States before it was admitted.
Now, sir, the honorable Senator talks of the delay which

will ensue if California be not uow taken up and acted upon,
as a committee will in a few days depart upon a melancholy
occasion, and probably be absent about two weeks. He thinks
we may get through with this in two or three days. Let all
opposition to the appointment of the committee be withdrawn;
let it be appointed; then we can take up the California bill
and act upon it. So that, really, 1 say, without any Inten¬
tional disrespect towards the Senator from Missouri, that he is
prolonging the admi-sion of California in thus continuing to
oppi se the appointment of this committee.

Sir, let us lock at all the facts connected wiih this matter.
Suppose it were practicable to pass a bill for the admission of
California with suitable guards and protection to the public
propsrty ; suppose it were praciicable to pass it this week ;
why, then, we must turn our attention to the condition of
things in the othir House. The passage of a bill through
the Sena'e, for the admis^on cf California, docs not admit
California. It must first have the concurrence of the co¬
ordinate branch of the National Legislature, and another co¬
ordinate department of the Government. If we aie to judge
of the future by the past, I should be very happy to he per¬
fectly assured that the other branch of the Legislature will be
in a condition to transact the public business two weeks
hence. If they consume any thing like the amount of time
in electing an officer to supply the place of the lamented in¬
dividual who has died, as ihey did in organizing at first, it
may be weeks before that body wifl even be prepared to act
upon any bill. I am willing to give California a chance with¬
out our consuming time. It is so much waste of time, sir,
to object to the committee. Let opposition to the committee
cease. Let its fato bs decided. If the Senate decide against
it, there will be an end to it. But if there be a majori y in
favor of it, no dilatory proceedings, no parliamentary pro¬
ceedings, no attempt to thwart tic will of the m ijority of this
Senate, (and I .hope no such attempt will be made, and I
charge no one wi'h making it,) w II, I trust, finally prevail.
Let us then go to work and act like men, talk less and act
mors, and decide upon the question, and after that take up
the bill for tho admission of California. That is my view of
what we should do.

Mr. BEN TON. I propose tho point of my objection, if
there be any point in it, to his specious amendment. My ob¬
jection- to it is, that it is a resolve to govern the conduct of
the >enate ; that it is an independent resolve to govem the
conduct, t i the Senate. It has nothing to do with the busi>
ness which is included in the motion. It is simjdy a resolve
which cm be introduced and considered by itself.a resolve, I
repeat, to govern the conduct of the Senate in their action upon
a certain ense. Inthat point of view, it seems tome that what is
cal.cd an amendment is not an amendment, but an indepen¬
dent resolve. «

But the Senator from Kentucky makes a proposition, or
renews one matic yesterday, and, in his extreme good nature,
supposes that all parts of the Senate are, in the most
amicable Um «r possible. It is nothing more nor less
than that a jury should go out with the case, anJ after
the jury has g me out with it, the counsel and advocates may
proceed to argue it. That is bis proposition, and whether the
case is sent to a jury of twelve or thirteen, makes no differ
ence. 1 he jury of thirteen is to go out in this case. Sir, it
u notnmj more n>^r less than a proposition to send a jury out
wjth the case, and we have been sufficiently advertised ofthe
fact that that jury is to consist of the distinguished and leading
members of the Senate. These distinguished and leading
gentlemen will go out, snd will dclil-erate upon the case,
and while they are deliberating, why, tho remainder
tier.those perhaps who would necessarily fall into the
category of led members.may be amunng themselves.
with discussing the subject and presenting their views ; and
whenever the jury of thirteen shall have made up their ver¬
dict, they will come in, and whoever may happen to be uponhis f et at the moment, will have to tal e his seat, and will be
cutoffexa<tly where he stood; the delivery of the verdict
putting an end to the whole case he is arguing. This is rather
a new proceeding in the Senate of the Unites] States, and I
object to the idea of sending out a jury with a case, and leav-
ing other Senators here to argue it.
,

Senator from Kentucky, sir, charges me with occa¬
sioning all the delay in the adaption of California. And
how do I occsm >n it > By residing a motion to send this
question to a committee. Have I not a right to do that ? If
I have no right to do it, it is a question of order, which the
chair may decide 1 and if it is decided that I have no right,
I will sit d..wn at ones. But while I have a parliamentary
right to proceed in a certain way, all efforts to de'er me from
prote ding, by throwing on me the blame of obstructing busi¬
ness, will be of no avail. But this is no novelty. We have
great examples for throwing the blame of being promoters of
disturbances upon those who are innocent. I believe, Mr.

President, there were never more professions made io favor of
peace, there were never more encomiums delivered upon peace,
nor ever greater sentiments of devotion to peace uttered or

professed by any being upon the face of the earth, than were
uttered by him who was the greateat of warrior*.the great
emperor. He wasalways for peace ; how, then, came he to be
ways in war Because, when his armies entered a country,
the people would reaiat, and that made war, and made him a

disturber of the peace which he was so anxious to preserve.
That u exactly the way the great emperor got the name of
being a disturber of the peace : the people would resist when
his armies entered their country. All that he asked of tbem
was to submit j alMhat he asked was that they should be
quiet, and let his armies move over their country. They had
come for their good, and perhaps for something else. Yes,
sir, when one of the ladies that George I. brought from Han¬
over, and afterwards made a duchess, was once passing through
the streets of London, she was hooted at, if not pelted ; and
when, for the purpose of pacifying the mob, she declared she
had come for their *'goota," meaning their good, aue of the
populace replied readily, supposing that goods were meant,
and for our chattels too." And so of the great emperor ; he

entered ail those countries.for the good of the people, and for
then chattels also; and, as they did not choose to have
good performed for tbem in that way, war was the result.
J hey resisted, and thereby made war, and made the emperor
a disturber of the paace, lover of peace as he was.

In the same identical manner, Mr. President, with a paral¬
lelism which has been drawn here somewhat too close for a
parody, the Senator from Kentucky charges me with delaying
the admission of California, because I resist where I have a
nght to resist, and, more than that, where I hold it to be my
duty to resist, and where I am sustained by aixty years of un¬
interrupted legislation of the two houses of Congress Sir
three times Washington, the father,of his country, sent in
messages for the admission of new States precisely under the
same circumstances as those under whicli President Taylor
sent in a measage in this case. Tennessee, Kentucky, and
Vermont were all admitted precisely under these circumstances,
and upon the presentation of messages precisely like this.
Five other Sta'cs were admitted afterwards under the same
circumstances, and by messages of the Presidents of the time
in which those States waie admitted ? making eight in the
whole, being as near half as eight can be of seventeen. I am
doing what has been done for sixty years. Every 8iate that
has been admitted for sixty yeais nas been admitted in a bill
by itself, except in one single case, and then two were put
together in the same bill. Two States applied tor admission
at (he same time, and had no more right than California now
has, for tbey made their constitutions for themselves without
the previous authority of Congress. I am doing what I have
a right to do, what I feel it to be my duty to do, what sixty
years of legislation justifies me in doing { and, while this is
the case, it will be lost labor to undertake to scare me off the
tra»!C ^ My'n8 t',at I am obstructing legislation on the subjcct.

1 he honorable Senator from Kentucky has said on several
occasions, and repeated it again here to day, that California
will come in sooner if all these subjects be taken together,
exciting as they appear. Come in sooner ! Now, it is hard
for me to conceive that the Sena'or has an insight into this
matter which I have not. Though I profess to be able, when
I have a view of things, to see as far into a millstone as he
that picks it, yet I cannot see the pickers here. Ths Senator
from Kentucky undertakes to say that the*, thing* will go
on, and California will come in sooner, if she is mixed up with
all these foreign questions.foreign to her certainly. Now,
he certainly understands what he says. I do not. I do not
understand why one subject, complicated with an immense
number of others, is to go faster than it could go by itself.
I here may bo a question in this, as to the public lands. I
here n peat what I said tie other day, that when the question
of the admission of the State is up before tbe Senate, it will
!>e proper to dis uss the question of admission, and then I
shall expect the 8e: a'or from Illinois, who has reported this
bill, to sa'i-fy me and the Senate upon this point. It will he
sufficient time to discuss that, when we come to discuss the
bill. The supposition is, that the bill is to go faster when
complicated and loaded with all these subjects than it can go
alone. There is something in that which is inexplicable to
me. I know there is an idea, which may be called verna-
cular, prevalent in some parts. f the country, that a horse can
pull stronger if he has a weight upon his back, and I have
often seen large p:.cks with two or three bushels of grain
upon a horse's bark while he was straining every nerve in

pulling a load up hill. The argument was, that it kept the
backbone straight, and enabled him to draw directly against
the centre of every joint. [Laughter.] That was done in
the case of drawing ; but thi# is a case of running. Cali¬
fornia has to run, and as it seems to me she has to run the
gauntlet and a long line. I never 1 card it supposed that a
horse ran faster for having n load upon his back ; but when
we come to look at what is proposed "to California, we shall
find she ha* not only three hundred pounds upon her back,
but we ahull have a hundred pounds to t:e to each leg, and
"till a pretty considerable weight to tie to the tail. I should
like to sic how Califirnii would run wi h three hundred
pounds upon her back and a hundred to each leg, and fifty
pounds to the tail. It will be a strange thing for the people
of California to learn that, in the opinion of the American
s enate, their Sta'e is to run faster precisely in propoitiori as
she is loaded down.

I have been occupied, Mr. President, wholly with the pre¬
liminary question of laying this resolution upon the table,
and postponing its consideration for the purpose of taking
up the California bill. I am not arguing the admission of
California ; I have not got to that. I am not arguing the mo¬
tions which will be made to amend the motion to send out this
committee ; much less, sir, am I arguing the question of such
a committee at at all. All these things are in advance
of what I want. All that I want, as I have made known,
is to put this in a shape which will admit of no di-spute.
I he question is now as to the delay, the almost i.ide'
finite delay, with the chance of eventually losing the admis¬
sion between the two housts. We have now three full days
remaining of this week, and I think, if we proceed, we ran in
these three days come to a decisive vote on the California
bill, ar.d in doing that, we shall have washed our hands and
done our duty ; and it will then be for the House of Repre¬
sentatives to do their duty, a thing with which we have noth¬
ing to do.

Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, when the objection was
raised the other day, by the Senator from Alabama, that if the
bill reported by tbe Committee on Territories was passed, all
the public lands within the limits of that State would be lost
to the Government, would belong to the 8tate of California,
I promised the Senate that when that bill should be taken up,
I would vindicate the bill entirely from all apprehensions on
that score ; and that9 ifl could not do it by argument, I would
certainly do it by amendment. I had hoped, therefore, that
criticisms upon that part of the bill would have been deferred,
and that the public mind would not have been prejudiced by
allusions to that supposed defect, until the California bill
came up for consideration. It has, however, been alluded to,
and the high authority of the Senator from Kentucky has
been given to sanction the correctness of the opinion expressed
by the Senator from Alabama.

Sir, I hold myself entirely capable of lemoving all appre¬
hensions upon that point, on reference to well-established
authorities.a large number of cases, forming such a current
of authority, as I apprehend, that no one, after investigating
the facts, can question the correctness of the opinion which
I express« d. Sir, as ft Senator from tbe State of Illinois, I may
rejoice if the 8enator from Kentucky, or the Senator from
Alabama, would succeed in maintaining the position that they
have here asaumed in regaid to California. If that position
be correct, I am prepared to show that this Government owes
the State of Illinois nineteen millions of dollars, for lands sold
within that State, and that fifteen millions of acres of unsold
lands, held by the Government of the United States within
the limits of that State, now belong to the State of Illinois,
i es, sir, and also that this Government owes Ohio twenty
millions, and owes Indiana twenty one millions; and other
States large sums, to the amount of ninety odd millions of
dollars, for lands sold within those States, the money for
which has been received by this Government, when the pro¬
ceeds belonged to those States, if the position assumed by
the honorahlo Senators from Alabama and Kentucky be cor-

Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, I wish to make a single re-
' certainly expressed no deliberately formed opinion

whether the admission of California, without any provision as
to the disposition of the public lands of the United States in
that Stile, would prevent the United States from holding the
public domain there located. But, sir, notwithstanding all
ia has been said, I shall insis', as a precautionary measure,

that some clause be inserted declaring the retention by the
Go»ernment of the United States of the public lands in Call*
forma. It is not necessarv, however, to go into the discus-
woo cf ihe subject now. I trust the honorable Senator from
Illinois, a the proper time, will enlighten us on the point.
For myself Ishould be glad that the enactment of such a law
would not be necessary.

Mr. DOUGLAS. I would state to the honorable Senator
from Kentucky, that although I am pr,pared to show that it
isi unnecessary yet, by way of precaution, I am prepared to
offer an amendment, which I hold in my hand, to remove every
d. uht on the subject. But I can show that such an amend¬
ment wilt not be necessary.

Mr. BENTON. I move to Isy this subject on the table,
for the puiprwe of taking up the California bill, and on that
motion 1 ask the yeas ami nays.
The question was then taken on the motion to lay the sub¬

ject on the table, and it was rt-jecteJ, an follows
Benton, Bra.lbury, Chase,

l w. iw°r* w*"' Massachusetts, Dayton, i)o<ige, ot

. SETTS' Felch, fireene, H.lr,

R.Si.Y rZJfTT*' A,tMh'*,n' Ba,,epr. Ball, Borland, Bright,Butler, Cass, Clay, Clemen*, D»vis, of Mississippi l)iek-

to^P^%uTVl^^'^, Mason, Mor-

Turney, u'UrStU~gC°n'
Mr. BENTON. This which is called an amendment, and

which strikes me aa being nothing but a rule of action, which
the Senate m called upon to adopt for itaelf, was objected to
by me aa being unparliamentary at the time it waa offered,

\wu. w unlfa'timate as not to make the point of myter£ai"a.« - -*

f Mj KI.NG* If lhe 8«nator intend* to discuss the question
of order, he mint appeal from the decision of the Chair. In
he absence of any auch appeal, the deciaion ia bihding upon
the Sena* and every Senator i. hound to acquiesce in it

U ?*n*tof .oni Mmouri, therefore, if he is dissatisfied
with the deciaion, muat take an appeal before he can diacusa
the point of order.

Mr. BENTON. What I aay i. for the Senate, and not
by way of appeal.

'

Mr%VEN.*ETENT- ,D°" the Scn*to' '
'

.!. 1 afm 8P«aking merely to the Senate, and
not by way of appeal. I am speaking on the proposition sub-
mitted by the Senator from Kentucky, and I mean to give my
reason* very poor onea to be «ure.why it should not bo
adopted. I take that to be in order
The VICE PRESIDENT. Yea, air.
Mr. BEN I ON. Well, I have learned something. If I

cannot teach, I can be teach«d. Yes, sir, here is a proposi¬
tion, which is called an amendment, that the Senate does not
deem it ne.essary to express in advance any opinion, or give
any instructions, either general or specific, for the guidance
of said committee. Now, here is a declaration, very proper
perhaps to be adopt d in a caucus, but not belonging to the
Senate at all, by which the Senator aaka that the Senate .hall
cut itself off from its parliamentary rights, of offering amend
ments to bills and resolutions while going through the body.
All this might do in caucus, but it will not do in the Senate.
The Senate does not deem it necessary (why not deem it
necessaiy >) to give any instruction* at all on any subject to
the committee It ia a commiUee, as is frequently proclaim¬
ed.though its appointment is not yet entered on the jour¬
nal.composed of distinguished and leading men, and it may
be that they have all the wirdom of the Senate in their hand*,
and that when they go out nothing will be left behind, and all the
rest of the Senate put together can give them no information.
All thia may be so, but it is the first time that the Ameri¬
can Senate was ever called upon to make such a declaration.
It is not to do it in advance. Why not do it in advance >
Has not the Senate been in the practice of giving instructiona
to committees, from the founda'ion of the Government to the
present day ? Is it not done in regard to all committees,
whenever Senators choose ! And was it ever proposed before
to tie up the hands of the Senate by a previous declaration
that they will not give opinions in advance > They may give
them afterwards, and may agree to what may be done, but
beforehand the body of the Senate is to do nothing. It is not
to give any instructions, either general or specific, for the
guidance of the said committee! Sir, the objection is well
taken by the Senator from New Jersey that this goes beyond
the amendment which I have offered, and which is before the
Senate. It goes beyond what is before the Senate, and de¬
clares at once that, no matter what amendments any Senator
may have in his bosom, no matter what may be offered, the
Senate will not consider them. This, sir, is a new declara¬
tion to be made in the American Senate, and one of those
which, if it passes, will pass after going through such parlia¬
mentary forms as will mark it as an epoch in our parliamen¬
tary history. Sir, it is a new method ofapplying the previous
question.a question never appied in this body. It is a new
method of applying the gag.a thing never done in this hody.
It is a new way of stultifying the whole body of Sena¬
tors, except those who go out on the committee. Sir, all this
is new ; and is it not as impotent as it is new > Suppose it is
adopted. Soppose the Senate resolves itself into what seem*
to me to be nothing more than a caucus and adopt this resolu¬
tion. What next ? The moment they have adopted it, has
not every member here a parliamentary right to offer amend¬
ments on the spot, regardless of what the Senate has decided
upon The attempt is impotent. Wo have a right to offer
instructions after instructions, and when offered, the only
way for the Senate to do, if it will not adopt them, is

'°i ^em; that is, to vote them down when present¬
ly u o8t is t,le only way.the only sensible method.
It the Senate adopts this resolution, that it will not give
any instructions, they cannot get rid of the question.
We have the right, every one of us, while we remain
senators, to offer our propositions for instruction. And I
presume there will be enough to offer those instructions, and
test their parliamentary right to do so; and Senators will be
brought to the point on each instruction for itself, while there
is enough to call the yeas and nays to vote on each for itself.
All this must bo apparent. And now, sir, why persevere in
endeavoring to get a declaration from the Senate which ii to
cut otl a parliamentary proceeding, when you cannot do it >
It *vill end in impotency i of that gentlemen may rest assured.
It is the first time that ever such a thing was attemp'ed in the
American Senate. It is cut'ing us off from deliberation. It
is cutting us off from our right of instruction, and it is fore¬
stalling debate. It is an assumption the like of which never
before was known in this body.

ISow, sir, thi3 great committee.we have had their names
in the newspapers, though they have not yet been elected by
the Senate. Grant that they have all the wisdom of the Se¬
nate, and will carry it out with them j yet the Senate is not to
declare upon this proceeding that it could give them no in¬
struction. They are not to adopt a resolution which admits
that the Senate cannot enlighten them at all. It is not for
the Senate to say that they would sit here in Egyptian dark¬
ness until the committee comes in and illuminates the cham¬
ber. And now, if it should be the fact that every thing is
ready, that the report is ready, and that the committee have
nothing to do in the world after it goes out but to come back
again.like the French king who marchcd up the hill and
down again.if such should be the case, would it not bet'er
become the American Senate that it should be produced, and
let us have the illumination from it at once > Would it not
be better to produce the report at once, and act on this bill for
the admission o( California as it came along 1

Sir, the going out of that committee from this chamber
might excite alaim throughout the country. What do we

suppose if we sec a physician hastening to a house > Why,
that somebody is sick there; but we are not yet alarmid'
But if we see two doctors going there we suppose the case is
a difficult one. And if we see four, five, six, or seven doc¬
tors collecting at the house, we conclude immediately that
somebody is dying at that house. Now, sir, if this groat
number of political doctors are to sit onjhe body of the re¬

public, what will the country suppose but that the poor re¬

public is at the last gasp, and that it takes thirteen doctors to
set upon the case and save the patient. Sir, it is to alarm
the country. I tell you from this proceeding there must be
an alarm, or there must be a laugh. One or the other there
must be. From the sublime to the ridiculous is only one

step ; and what in this case must have convulsed the cduntry
in the beginning, has now got where a step would over it
with ridicule. Sir, suppose this commiitee goes out and
comes back with a report, and suppose it is nothing more nor
less than to conveit this Senate into the old blacksmith shop
at Gretna Green, and making them join parties together,
whether God ever sanctioned it or not; suppose the com¬
mittee comes back with a report cut and dried for the pur¬
pose ofjoining to California four or five measures which the
Senate and the House have been talking of for four or five
months past; suppose they bring back nothing but what is
already prepared, and which is upon all our tables, in what
position will thia great commiitee be ? We have read of
tha mountain that was in labor and that was delivered of a

mouse. But it was at least a live mouse, for the fable says it
run. But here it seems that gentlemen are to bring out some¬
thing that has been lying on our tables so long that it is dead
.a combination of measures which have been so long bom
that they are lying help'ess in their cradles. 8ir, there is no
medium. The country, if not alarmed, must laugh. But I
am against making what is equivalent to a proclamation de¬
claring the country in danger. The sending out of such a

committee as this is precisely equivalent to the Senate's mak-'
ing a proclamation in solemn form that the republic ia in
danger, and then almost giving the dictatorial power of seeing
the republic sustained to a committee. I am against making
this proclamation. I do not believe the republic is in dan¬
ger to-day. I believe there has been some danger. But
that danger has passed by? and to be providing a remedy now,
would be (he providing of a remedy for what iB past. I do

coun'T «. in danger now, and I do not
think that we ought to undertake to alarm the country by the
solemn form of setting thirteen physicians to consult over the
critical and dying condition of the State, and to come in with
a nostrum to save her. Why, sir, it will be a very ludi¬
crous thing if this committee shall come in with our old nos-
trurn. If they should come in with a scheme to join all these
bills together, it will put us in a ludicrous position, and
one in which we ought not to be placed. If gentlemen wish
to unite other measures with California, let them take Hp the
California Ml, and then off r those propositions, and the
opinion of the Senate can be taken upon them, as the Sena¬
tor from Kertucky intimated some days ago, when I comp i-
mented him upon proceeding in such a manly and parlia¬
mentary manner. That ia the right way to do. Now, sir,
this thing which is called an amendment, but which is
nothing but a declaration, an independent resolve.such a

one as would be perfectly proper to be adopted in a caucus,
but which cannot be adopted in the Senate.this independent
res lve, that we will give no instruc:iona of any kind what¬
soever to guide the committee, why, sir, although the Senile
may vote it, they cannot prevent us from undertaking to give
instructions to guide the committee; and, although in point
of fact no one of us may be able to suggest an instruction
that could guide this great committee, yet, in the parlia¬
mentary sense we can.under the parliamentary law, we have a

right io offer instructions to gui le the committee. And who is
it, Mr. President, that makes this ration that the committee
shall not be guided > I hope no one of the thirteen who are
to be on that committee undertakes to maintain this resolution
for, sir, although it may be true, true as gospel that they are

superior to the rest cf the Senate, and that we cannot guide
them at all, yet they should not tell us so. It ia we who
should disqualify ourselves, and no one of that thirteen in
my opinion, should vote. Delicacy, reserve, decorum, should
make them standI oft and refuse to vote for a resolution which
wsuld stultify all the other members cf the body. They
should leave it to ourselves to stultify ourselves

I have taJtan up more lime than I intended on this prelimi¬
nary point. I consider it wholly nugatory, that, after what

u called an amendment, but u nothing but a resolve
govern the action of the Senate, shall be voted upon and
adopted.as it may be, though, I think, if the thirteen gen¬
tlemen who are to compote the committee will abstain f om
voting, it will not be adopted; and really delicacy, I think
should forbid them to vote.after all that is done, I say it is
nugatory, for weghall undeitake to exercise our parliamentary
right of offering instructions; and we think that some of us
have been here ju«l about long enough to know how to do it,
and to get a vote upon every instruction, in some form or

other, that lies upon the tableland upon every instruction that
may hereafter be offered.

Mr. CLAY'. I am very sorry, Mr. President, for this
unnecessary consumption of the time of the Senate, but
there are two or three remarks which the honorable Senator
from Missouri has made, which seem to me to require some
notice. The honorable Senator has spoken of a caucus, and
intimated that there ha* been one. On what authority dees
the Senator make such an assertion ? I now pronounce it
a mistake, an absolute and entire mistake. Theie has been
no caucus, that I know of; although, God knows, I would at¬
tend a caucus of any and every body to settle this moat un-
nappy question, which is now distracting the country, and I
would attend it without any feeling of reproach, from what¬
ever quarter it might be ventured to be hurled. The honora¬
ble Senator speaks of his rights. Yes, sir, and other Sena¬
tors have their rights also, and other Senators are just as
wellprepared as the Senator from Missouri ia to assert their
righU. And »he Senate has its rights. Now, air, I put it to
the Senate and the country, what has been the progress of
this matter The Senator from Missouri proposes an amend¬
ment embracing four propositions, and, as aaort of-menace I I
suppose, he shells out eIght or ten others, and speaks of his
having others yet in reserve. Well, my dear sir-Mr. Pru¬
dent, I mean-has not this body a right to protect itself; has
not the majority of this Senate a right to say whether they
will or will not create a committee without any instructions

'

The resolution will be adopted. The Senator offers his set of
amendments.for the purpose I will not say, becauae I have
no right to go into the intention of the Senator.but the
eflect of them would lie delay, procrastination, embarrassment
and that effect ia attempted or will be attempted to be pro¬
duced against these distinct and emphatic expressions of the
opinion of the majority of this body. The question then
comes to this, whether the Senate shall or shall not have the
power.I speak always of the majority of the Senate.to act >
I say, sir, it ought to have it, and I care not by what name
you call it. 1 he previous question !.ah, sir. not ma*y veara
will elapse before you will find the indispensable necessity of
this valuable mode of terminating a useless and unnecessary
debate in this house. In ray reflections upon the past, in-re¬
spect to niy parliamentary career.my Congressional career.I
look back to none with more satisfaction than the introduction
of that previous question in the other wing of this building
But, sir, it seems that all at once there has been aoine extra¬
ordinary violation of the r.ghts of the Senator, end what is
it That we create a committee without giving that commit¬
tee any instructions.a thing which happens every day and
sometimes two or three times a day, either to a special or
standing committee.every day of the session either in this
house or in the other.
Now, sir, is it not known that if you refer a subject to a

committee, you must, to some extent, confide in that com¬
mittee ; leave it untrammelled, unshackled, to the exercise of
its best judgment; for, at least, when it does any thing it is
reported back to you, subject to your decision, to your power
to your control. Sir, what was done with the committee pro^
posed in the caso of the very 8tate which the Senator repre¬
sent, appointed in tho other House in the year 1822 } Were
any instructions given to that committee ? Not one. Was
any embarrassing mode cf procrastination attempted on that
occasion f And afterwards, in relation to the constitution of
tho committee, that happened which had never happened be-
ore, and_which perhaps will not happen again for many
years. When I proposed in the House of Representatives the
constitution of a joint committee to consist of twenty-three
on the part of the House, and a suitable number on the part
of the Senate, to consider the question of California.of Mis¬
souri, I mean. Why, sir, it is not at all extraordinary that
I speak of California; for if we listen to the honorable Se¬
nator on the other side of the house, there arc no United
vin!68-? 0rn'a k®8. ab«»orbed every thing. [Laughter. 1
W hen i proposed a joint committee of twenty-three on the
part of tho House, and a suitable number on the part of the
benite, was there any motion in tha other body t<* instrucf
to manacle, to chain down that committee ? No, sir they
were left free as air, to explore through the whole reg'ion of
patriotic intellect for the purpose of devising a mode by which
that unhappy question should be settled. Sir, what is pro-

'

posed .* The honorable Senator has several times talked and
presented, in his witty and humorous manner, the figure of a
horse borne down by a grievous weight cast upon its back.
Why, sir, the Senator knows perfectly well that the whole
amount of what is intended by any body is to connect and
combine together the government of territories acquired in
common, and to establish for these territories a suitable form
of government adapted to their respective situations.
And, sir, what is the condition of the ease > Let us look

at the facts. There is a certain portion of this body that ia
for California. Give us California, California, and nothing
but California. There id another portion of this body and of
Congress that says, we are willing to give you California, but
we want sooi-thing more than California : we want to estab¬
lish governments for a people thrown by the vicissitudes of
war and of political events under our care. And, to my ut¬
ter surprise, I have heard Senators upon this floor express the
opinion that we should leave all New Mexico and all Utah.
New Mexico with 9 population of one hundred thousand, and
a military.yes, I have heard Whig*, Whigs express the
opinion that we should leave the military government which
ism opera'ion in New Mexico to continue ; Whigs who de¬
nounced the existence of the military government established
under the authority of the late Administration during a sea¬
son of war; and yet now, in a state of profound peace, it is
proposed to pass California, pass California, pass California,
and leave New Mexico and Utah to take care of themselves
Sir, it is contrary to every obligation of duty resulting from the
treaty, resulting from the constitution, resulting from the po¬
sition and character which we hold as American statesmen
and legislators ; ar,d as soon as leavj New Mexico and Utah
without governments.of all others the portions of that coun-
try the mo>t in want of governments.I would, as a father as
lief turn out my son at the age cf fifteen into the streets of a
corrupt city, and say to him, "Go, my boy, take care of your¬
self until you are twenty one, and then come back to me, and
I will tell you what honorable vocation in life to aelect."
Sir, it is our duty, our bounden, our solemn duty, to make
at least an attempt to establish governments for Utah and New
Mexico ; and if we cannot do it after making the effort, we
shall stand reproachlessfor not having done it. If we cannot
do it, it will be the result of differences of opinion unfortu¬
nately existing amongst us, which will prevent its being done.
The eiror of those Senators who talk of leaving Utah and
New Mexico to their fate is exactly this: they begin where
they ought to end. Begin to discharge your duty;r try to
make governments for these territories, and if you fail to do
it, you will stand unreproached in he eyes of God and man
in having made the effort to discharge your duty.

I have said that one portion of Congress wan's California
and nothing but California ; smother portion, whilst for bring'-
ing in California, says, let us settle this distracting question .

let us establish territorial governments without the proviso'
and connect tbem with California. And why should not we
do it I have heard the "dignity of Cali'ornia" alluded to,
os if all the gold and dignity of the natioB bad sought refuge
and sought an asylum oi the shores of the Pacific. I have
been utterly unable to crmprehend this derogation from the
dignity of California. 8ir, I go for both measures ; both
ought to be carried ; both, in my opinion, ought to be asso¬
ciated together ; and I do not see the slightest evidence of dis¬
respect to California or to any b dy else in doing it.

Sir, I framed this resolution deliberately, and I framed it
for the purpose of getting rid of the unnecessary instructions
which ttie Senator from Missouri has proposed, and to dispose
of any other instruction which his ingenui'y.and no man

possesses a greater amount of it than he does.m'-ght suggest
to be brought before this body. Let my amendment be adopt¬
ed, and let the 8enator offer his other instructions, from one
to ninety, nine, if he pleases, and we will aee whether the
question oforder will not silence them all.

Mr. BENTON. Mr. President, the State of California is
not here, and, unless somebody stands up for her, it seems
likely that she will go to the wall; for abe not only gtts hard
knocks, but she gets al*o what is called thumps. She is spo¬
ken of to dsy as absorbing the whole United States. So far
as I can see, she only wants to get in among the United
States.to be one of thirty-one, and to be the last of the thir¬
ty-one. That is all I can tee in her wants. But the Sena¬
tor from Kentucky not only presents California in this aspect,
but he presented her some days ago in an attitude which I did
not then remark upon, and which I ^should not do now
but for the manner in which he has brought her up to day.
It was said by the Senator from Kentucky tho other day that
Calif >rma had made a runaway match, and now turned up
her nose at her unmarried sisters. Well, sir, if she did make
a runaway match, she did not marry a runaway negro; and
it her unmarried sisters should marry into that family, it may
>e that, when they come about her and into her company,
she may not only turn up her nose, but snub their noses.
California lias made a constitution for herself, and in that con-
ptitution she hat left out slavery in every form, and ihe pro-
position now to unite her with the fugitive slave bill
#

Mr. CLAY. Will the Senator allow me to say that there
is no such proposition ?

Mr. BENTON. The Senator from Kentucky, it ia due
to him to say, has in his speeches disclaimed it < but the Se¬
nator from Kentucky, eminent as he is, and leading as he is,
is not the record. The mo ion is to refer two sets of resolu¬
tions. One is the honorable Senator's own set of resolutions,
and the other that of the Senator from Tennessee, (Mi. Bill;)
and those two acta of resolutions do include the subject of run¬

away negroes, and the original motion now pending will carry
with it all these subjects. Here la a proposition, then, to
unite California with a subject of which ahe has washed her
hands, and which has already delayed her, ia now delaying,
must continue to delay her, and may in the end lead to her


